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To the RE AD ER by way of IN. 
TRODUCTION. 


Chriſtian Reader 

HAT was in a great meaſure proved before 
the (ommittee of Parliament in the year 1666, 
that London as burned by the treac'ery of Pa 
piſts, and hath withal heen luſpected along 
time by our wiſe and diſcerning Patriots, that 
a Plot was by them laid to ſubvert the Government 
of the Nation, and introduce the Popiſh Religion, hath been ſo fully 
proved by a vari-ty of Evidence betore the greateſt ( ourts of 7 uds- 
cature in England, ſince the firſt Ciſcovery of the late Helliſh Plot, 
and that with this advantage (to convince us of the Villany and 
danger of that party), That they had upon it grafted a deſign for 
the haſtening of the other to aſſaſſinate hu moſt Sacred Majeſty, and 


- 


ſeveral eminent Peers;and by a Popiſh army to maſſacre all Proteſt ants, 


as none can deny it with any degree of modeſty, And if any had 
any inclinations to it, the murther of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, and 
A ſſaſſmation of Mr. Arnold, the manifold lyes, perjuries, ſuborna- 
tions, which have been proved againſt them, the device of the 
Meal-tub Plot, cc. to ſpoil the credit of the manifold proofs a- 
gainſt them, have been ſuch convictions as none hath been able to 
outface, unleſs ſuch as have dreamed of a liberty, yea and a merit 
too, for, and in doing any thing for the reputation of the C atbolick 
Church, as they nickname the Synagogue of Rome. It is as evident 
that the deſign of the Popiſh faction was to have caſt the Odium of 
theſe actions upon the Proteſtants. The Odium of Sir Edmondbury 
Godfreys death ſhould have been caſt upon Debauches of that Reli- 
gion, had it not been unluckily diſcovered that he was murthered 
within the Walls of Sommerſer Houſe. But that of the Kings Death 
(could they have effected it) ſhould have been thrown on the Pres- 
byterians, (a name under which of late they have comprehended all 
Diſſenters.) This ſhould have engaged our credulous and furious 
A2 men 
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men to have helped them to have deſtroyed the Diſſenters, while they 
ſhould have got their ¶ atholick Army in a capacity at laſt to have 
deftroyed them alſo. This reſtleſs party having had this long in their 
deſign, no doubt wonderfully influenced fome to procure ſuch a ſet- 
tlement of Religion upon his Majejties Reſtauration as ſhould pro- 
duce Di ſſenters enough; nor is it reaſonable to think that all the 
latter ſevere Acts again® Diſſenters were not the fruits of their coun- 
ſels, conſidering how conduc ve they were to make a great num her 
of Proteſtants willing for their own eaſe to have had an Unwer/al 
Toleration, which (though nothing is or can be more contrary to 
Popiſh Principles) would admirably have ſer ved their deiign, giving 
an undiſturbed liberty to their Prieſts and Feſuit u who can never 
have an abode in any place without contriving thc ruin of thoſe they 
call Hereticks) in our own bowels to have contrived our ruin. Or 
if this failed (as indeed it did) yet they knew that this way they 
ſhould employ all our Courts of Fudicature againſt Proteſtants, to 
as they ſhould not look after then; nd belidesgraife a mighty dum 
and prejudice in the hearts of Proteſtants one againſt another, lo as 
whatever Yillany they ſhould have effected, it would have been eaſie 
to have charged it upon Diſſenters, and there hid been a party of 
Proteſtants in name ready prepared to give credit to it. It is now 
evident to all who will not wiliully ſhut their eyes, how near they 
were to have accompliſhed their deſign. But God in infinite mercy 
hath prevented the accon pliſtment. After all this one would rea- 
ſonably think that there ſhould not be one Proteſtant in England, 
who ſhould not think it high time tor our Swperzors to unite all Pro- 
teftants. A thing the m re eaſie and reaſonable, becavle it is appa- 
rent that it may be done without the leaſt offence to God, or ſcan- 
dal to the generality of Re;ormed Churches; and by the abatement 
only of ſome things which being abated, we ſhall be much more 
like all Reformed Churches, than we are. 

But againſt this tome make a mighty oute, (out of what deſign 
God knoweth ) For it is alittle myſterious, that thoſe men who all 
along have been great pleaders for a reconciliation de twixt us and the 
Church of Rome, and the true Diſciples ot thoſe Bsſbops, who to 
prevent the offence of that Church, took upon them in the time of 
King ( harles the firſt toexpunge paſſages out of the (ommon: Prayer- 
Bock, and to bring us as near as poſſible to them, erected Altars, 
bro:ght in Tapers, and twenty things more; ſhould, now that they 
lee the effect of thoſe endeavours for, and favours to Papsſts, _ be 

willing 
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willing for-the reconciling of all Proteſtants to abate thoſe thi 
which themſelves own no where ſpecially con manded by God; 
and this too at a time when the Pop ſh bloody Knives are at all our 
Throats. 

Eſpecially conſidering that the true cauſe of retaining our C re- 
monies at the firſt, and forming our Common- Prayer- Book, in the me- 
thod it is, was originally a defire ſo far to commend our Worſhip to 
the Papiſts (whoſe Religion lyes all in Ceremonies and Set- farms) that 
they might be proſely ted to us; and the effect, we have ſeen aſter an 
hundred years and upwards, is but the hardning of Papiſta, and the 
alienating infinite numbers of Proteſtants from us. 

I am aware that a late Author in his Book call'd, The Unreaſ. n- 
ableneſs of Separation, hath given us an account ot three other rea- 
ſons of the firſt Impoſition of the Ceremonies upon the Reformation. 
I. A due reverence to Antiquity. 2. To manifeſt the juſtice and 
equity of the Reformation by letting the Papiſts ſee we did not break, 
communion with them for things meerly indifferent. 3. To ſhew our 
conſent with other Proteſtant ' burches. But he had better have ſaid 
nothing. For will (ome ſay, How have we reverenced Antiquity in 
retaining three of their ceremonies, and leaving out twenty more of 
greater antiquity (if we may belicve the Books we have) than the 
Surplice and kneeling at the Sacrament, two of the three we have re- 
tained can pretend unto? Beſides that, all the account we have of 
artiqui:y i from Books Printed within 2co years (for Printing is 
very lirtle older), from Manuſcript, which it they bear date three: 
hundred years aſter Ch iſt, muſt be 1100 years old when they were 
Printed. If we ſtretch antiquity to 600 years after Chriſt, they muſt. 
be 200 years old, and all that time generally kept in the hands of. 
the known depravers of all Books that ever came in their -hands. 
where was any thing not for the purpoſes of their Church. 
Now what reverence is due to any ſuch worm- eaten Records of anti- 
guity, let any men of ſenſe judg. 

J is ſecond reaſon is as invalid z for what need was there of our 
keeping two or three Ceremonies to teſtifie we did not differ from 
them for meer matters of indiffereney, when ſo many Books, ſo many 
Diſputations, teſtified we differed from them hecauſ of their Idola- 
try in many things, and their Doctrine of F»ſtificetion by Works, 
Cc. The laſt is yet of all the moſt weak; for how did we by it ſhew 
our conſent with other ”roteſtans Churches ? In the year i 552 which 
was the laſt of King Edward 3 in the year 1558, which Was — 
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firſt of Queen Elizabeth, there were no Proteflant Churches but the 
Lutheran Churches, the Switzerland Churches, and that of Genevs, 
beſides ſome in Germany, which followed the Reformation of Suit - 
zerland and Geneva In retaining theſe Ceremonies we ſhewed a 
di ſſent to the Reformed Churches in Switzerland, and at Geneva, and 
all thoſe who followed their order, and ſhewed our conſent only 
with the Lutheran Churches ſo imperfteR'y reformed ,: that in the 
Synod at Dort the Meſſengers of all Reformed Churches there. met, 
made a difficulty to afford them the name of Proteſtants, though l, 
think the name Proteſtant better agreed to them than that of Evan 
gelici, which was the name the K eformed were known by for the 
ten firſt years after the Reformation began. B:ſides, that for Kneel- 
ing at th: Sacrament, the Saxon Churches retain it upon their pecu- 
liar notion, wherein they differ from all other Reformed Churches, 
viz. The (orporeal Preſence of Chriſt in and m th that Ordinance, 

For the retaining of ſ»me Ceremonies in the ron Churches, a 
double account is to be given. Luther and Ambſdorfius were great 
Zealots for them, partly to quiet the people, who had ſo lately been 
Papiſts; and it may be partly in oppoſition to Zuingliu, and ſpeci- 
cially to Caroleſtadius, who had made himſelf the Author of abo- 
li hing ſome, during Lu her's abſence, when he was hid for fear cf a 
Decree at Werms, Melantthon (a very learned man) being of a more 
{o t duttile ſpirit, with Fuſtus Jonas, and ſome others, took Luther”; 
part. Caroloſtadius was run down; both Zuinglius and Caroloſtadiug 
ſu that the retaining any of th: Popih Ceremonies would have no 
defired effect but rather ſcandalize their friends, and harden the 
Papiſts; and the taking them away afterward, would he called a 
Refining upon a Refining; they therefore, though they bare with 
much {ome few years, yet took the firſt opportunity to throw them 
ali or whore they had to Co. The caſe was much the ſame with uz 
i1 England; our Ceremonies were retain'd upon no ſuch pretences 
as were hefore expreſſed, There was no Revererce in it ſhewed to 
antiquity. No conſent ſh:wed with the mot or beſi Reformed ( hurches 
at thit time. Bat our heſt and moſt eminent Miniſters had been Pa. 
piſts, uſed ther MMiſſal, prafticed all their Ceremonies. At that 
time to have receded from the Papiſts in all things fit to have been 
1ecede?! from, might have heen oddly loo t upon by the people. 
Beſi es that the people in times of Papery were much ſtrangers to 
«ny thing of Religion hut Ceremonies, and hearing Maſs; hence (as 
may be leen in the firſt dition of the Common: Prayer ) many things 
were 


— 
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were put in, which were leſt out by the B:ſbops in the 24 Edit. of it 
in K. Eaw. time. And had it pleaſed God after Q. Maries time to 
have continued us ſuch B:ſbops as Cranmer, Hooper, Latimer, Co- 
verdale, &c. there is little doubt but theſe Controverſies had long 
ſince been at an end. But our Biſhops many of them were ſuch mo- 
derate men as could abide here all Queen Maries time; others of 
them were ſuch as indeed had been beyond Ses, but very zealous 
there to keep up the Book, in the framing of which themſelves had 
an hand (amongſt theſe was Dr. Cox), the ſame reaſon held as in 
K. Edw. the 6, time, for humouting the people ; thus the Ceremes 
nies came at firſt to be «ſtabliſhed. For the Forms of Prayer, then e 
was not the ſame res ſon for eſtabliſhing ſome Forms at preſent in 
that ſtate of the Churth; there could ſcarce have been any Prayirg 


or Preaching without ſome: Forms both of Prayers and Sermons ; 


there were twenty reading Miniſters for one who had any compe- 
tent abilities either to Pray or Preach. Put the reaſon was the very 
ſame ſor the eſtabliſhing ſo many of the Old Forms, and keeping 
Methods agree ing to none of any Reformed Church. 1 offer it to 
any knowing perſons to judg whether (whatever. be faid by fome) 
this was not the true reaſon of the firſt eſtabliſhment; ard they 
were no invaluable reaſons for the continuance ef them for fore 
few years until people were brought off more from their old Super- 
ſtitions. I find that in moſt places of Germany at firſt, the Reformas 
tion was gradual, ſome Cerewonies and Super ſtitious uſages were caſt 
out one year, ſome the next, ſome ſeveral years after the Goſp. | 
was firſt Preached in thoſe places. 

But why th ſe ſhould be continued after twenty years, when it 
was feen that the continuance of them had no effect to bring in 
Papiſts, bug gave a great ſcandal to, and made a great diviſien a- 
morgſt Proteſtants and when people were further enlightned, and 
their firſt heats for their old ways of worſhip were abated, is a much 
greater myſtery ; yet we ſhall find that in the 25, 26, 27 years of 
Queen Elisabeth, there was a more ſevere urging theſe things than 


ever before. I am loth to think any rancor againſt thoſe at that 


time called Paritans,was the Original cauſe ; but do belicve that an 


imployment for thoſe who managed the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, without 


uſing their power againſt the Papsſfts, or Moral Debauchees, migtt 
be no little argument in the cauſe, and a deſign driven by the Papsſts 
and Atbeiſts in the Nation ts that purpoſe. 

Such Conſiderations as theſe could never affeR an Engliſh Pariie- 


wens ; 
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ment ſo a to make a firſt eſtabliſhment of them. But the ſucceecing 
Parliaments and Princes found them in poſſeſſion (that we ſay is nine 
parts of a Law) and ſome Zealots in the Church ſtrained their wits 
to make them appear lawful. and ſo within the power of the Supe- 
riour, and for many of them ſeveral good men had not then light 
enough to diſcern their wnlawfalveſs. So as there were very tew 
that wrote to-purpoſe on that argument (Dr. Ames was almoſt the 
only man in his age.) Indeed the Ceremonies, the reading the Old 
Tranſlation of the Scripture, and the Apocrypbal Books, the Sub- 
ſeription, That there was nothing in the Common Prayer Book, and 
Bok of Ordaining Prieſts and Deacons, but what was agreeable to 
Gods Word, were an hundred year ſince argued againſt as unlawful, 
as | could prove by ſeveral writings of the Nonconformiſts of thoſe 
times (I have ſeen an ancient Manuſcript of them big enough for a 
juſt tolio,), ſome things were not then praiſed, nor required to be 
put in ure, though they were in the Queens Injunttsons, &c. (ſome 
of them at leaſt.) In all the caſes of Nonconformiſts in Queen Eliza. 
beths time, I find not a Miniſter complaining for being inforced to 
receive, or to adminiſter the Sacrament to people kneeling; | find no- 
thing of any ſuffering for not bowing at the name of Feſus, not railing 
in the Communion-T able, not ſetting it Altarwiſe, not reading the 
ſecond ſervice at it, with many more luch things which were brought 
into practice by Archbiſhop Laud, Biſhop Wren, and others. One 
great pretence of keeping vp many of theſe things, was to avoid the 
ſcandal of the Papiſts, and to intice them to our Religion, &c. 

We have now ſeen the effects of this in the experience of an hun- 
dred years, which have been too {ad to particularize; it were eaſie 
to make a Book of Acts and Monuments twice as big as Mr. Foxes, 
with the ſufferings of holy and good men, upon theſe accounts in 
that time. What manner of perſons the Diſſenters are, the experi- 
ence of twenty years ſince his Majeſties Keftauration, hath ſufficient- 
ly informed the world. What have the moſt fiery of their adverſa- 
ries to objeR againſt them except in the matters of their God? 
What kind of friend rhe Popiſh party hath been, hath been alſo 
made ſuffcient'y evident, I humbly leave it to the judgment of his 
Moſt Excellent Majeſty and his Parliament, whether ſeeing (con- 
feſſedly) it mav be without offence to the Divine Majeſty, The ta- 
king away of thoſe things which alone make the Partition. wall betwixt 
Proteftants and Prote$tants, be not as politick as pi aus, conſiderin 
the Hiitory of Conformity from the firſt unto this very day, which 

might 
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mi t poſſibly have appeared more reaſonable if I would have in- 
— the — ſtories of the ſufferings of good men on 


this account, (of which I have a plenty) but I had rather they 
ſhould be ſorgotten, moſt of the Authors of them before this 


time have given up their account, and know whether they did 
good or evil ; and if any be alive, I hope all good men wil ſay, 
Father forgive them, for they knew not what they did. Only let it 
be the Religious care of our Superiggs to prevent any further com- 
plaints of this nature in our Streets, for the Lord moſt certainly 


 heareth the crys of the Innocent d oppreſſed. 
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The Hiſtory of Conformity : or a Proof of 
the Miſchief ef Impoſitions, from the 


experience of an Hundred. years. 


HE notion of Conformity with us in Engla»d, hath 
always ſignified a compliance with, and obedience to 
ſuch commands of Supertors in matters of Doctrine, 
Worſhip, and Government of the Church, as are no 
where expreſly originated in the Word of God, 
but ſuppoſed to be there left ta liberty; and being 

neither there commanded, nor forbidden, are preſumed to be mat- 

ter of Swperiors juſt commands. . 

The power of Superiors to command in things which the parties 
commanded do agree indifferent, was never yet diſputed by the ge- 
nerality of Nonconformiſts. But there being many things which 
Superiors call indifferent, which the Inferiors verily believe to be 
unlawful, the difference hath chiefly been about theſe, and ſtill is ſo 
to this day. 

Upon the R eformation of tilis Nation from Popery in the days of 
K. Ed. the 6th, in the year 1552, (which was 6 Cam 6th) there 
were Articles of Faith agreed on; and in the 2 & ; Edw. G cap. 1. 
65 Edu 6. cap. 1. two à cts were made referring to two Com- 
mon- Prayer- Boobs made in the ſhort Reign of that excellent Prince. 

It muſt be known, that before this time in the time of K. Hen. 8. 
there were great fonndations for Reformation laid, in the ſuppreſſion 
of Monaſteries, taking away the Popes Supremacy deſtruction of 
Appeals to Rome, Printing the Bible in Engliſh ;, but there was no Re- 
formation in Dottrine, Wor ſhip or Diſcipline. For the Doctrine, it 
appearcth to have been Popsſh by the ſix Articles; the firſt of which 
yet was ſo penned, as though it eſtabliſhed a corporal preſence of 
Chriſt in the Supper, yet it ſeemed to leave it indefinite, whether in 
the Popiſu or Latheran ſenſe, which poſſibly gave Archbiſhop 

Cranmer 
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Cranmer (who as well as Latimer and other good mertat that time 
were Lutherans) a latitude to be an agent in Lamberts condemnati- 
on. The other five articles againſt giving the cup to the Laity, and 
for Private Maſſes, and Monksſh Vows, Auricular Confeſſion, and 
Prieſts Marriages, were perfectly Popiſh. So as in that time no Non- 
conformi t appear d, but as to Doctrine, of which Lambert the 
Martyr was one, and fo were all thoſe that ſuffered upon the ac- 
count of the ſix Articles, together with multitudes who fled into 
other Countries to avoid that Perſecution. 

The — of thoſe days was the Haſs, only ſome parts of it 
were in Engliſh, The Government of the Church was allo in the fame 
method; for though three Acts had been made to authorize K. H. &. 
to call together 32 perſons to make a Book of new Canons; yet for 
ought appeareth to us, it was not done. And poſſibly a due conſide- 
ration, that ſeveral of our greateſt R eformers were Lutherans at 
firſt, may fatisfie.us as to the firſt eſtabliſhment of our Liturgy in the 
method it was, and retaining of ſome Ceremonies; the Saxon 
Churches having before reformed in that method, keeping as much 
as they could both of the Old Prayers and Ceremonies. And it is ve - 
ry likely that when after Queen Maries time the Reformation came 
to bere-fetled, ſome of thoſe who had a great hand in it, were poſ- 
ſeſſed of the Lutheran Principles, as to the Corporal Preſence, Forms 
and Ceremonies, or at leaſt had a very great Reverence for Cranmer, 
Latimer and others (who were then dead as Martyrs), and choſe to 
fix things according to their ſentiments in theſe matters, without 
ſo due — . things as the matter required, or having not ſo ear- 
ly a proſpect of theevils which experience hath ſince let us ſee fol- 
lowing thereupon. 

In the firſt Parliament of King dw. o. the firſt Srarute tells us, that 
before that time (in the times of Popery) they had ſeveral Forms, 
one uſed at Sarum, another at Bangor, &c. and the whole Miniſtry 
of the Nation were juſt come out of Popery, and neither fit to Pray 
nor Preach, which was the reaſon both of that eftabliſhment, and 
alſo of the Book of Homilies, and of the Original cauſe of that Im- 
poſition on the Miniſtry, xot to preach without licenſe. For the truth 
is, hardly one of an hundred of the Prief#s newly proſelyted from 
Papery, were fit to Preach at all, which made our Rwlers reſtrain 
Preaching only to ſuch as ſhould be licenſed, Beſides, that there was 
juſt reaſon to fear that thoſe Prieſts but for ſuch a Law, and ſuch a 


Book,, would have returned to their former Maſs-ſervice, To pre · 
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vent which the Book, was provided, 2, 1 Edw. 6, and corrected 3, 4 
Eaw:6. And all Miniſters injoin'd by Statute to read thoſe Prayers, 
and all the people hear them. There was before that time no Noncon- 
formiftodire the Act againſt, only Papiſts. | 

But upon the ſecond Edition of the Common Prayer there appear- 
a conſiderable party, who oppoſed themſelves to it. Three years be- 
fore Biſhop Hooper and Mr. Rogers had declared themſelves againſt 
ſome Kites and Ceremonies But the laſt year of Edw. 6. was te firſt 
time we read of any oppoſition to the Common Prayer, and the con- 
teſt was quickly at an end by the coming in of Q. Mary, 

The buſineſs of Church-Government as to the rules of it, was left 
by King Edward undetefmined. for he died before he had given his 
Royal ſanction to that Syſteme of Eccleſiaſtical Laws which was 
drawn up by Archbiſhop Cranmer and others, by vertue of his 
Commiſſion directed to them in the fifth year of his Reign. 

In all his time no Subſcription was required by Statute or Canon 
{that I can find) eſtabliſhed by his authority under the broad Seal, 
either to the Articles of Faith, or to the Book of Common Prayer, 
c. nor do I read of one Miniſter ſilenced, or ſuſpended upon any 
ſuch account, or any people vexed for Nonconformity. . 

Our prudent Reformers knowing they had to do with 4 people 
who were Papi/ts the other day, in their firſt Common Prayer- Book 
varied as little as they could from the Popsſh Miſſal, and kept as 
many of the Ceremonies as they conceived were conſiſtent with any 
degree of Reformation. In the ſecond Common Prayer- Book they va- 
ried more; but yet we are affured by Dr. Fuller in his Church- Hs- 
ſtory, Lib. 7. that the party now diſaſtected to the Liturgy became 
very conſiderable. This was in the very beginning of the Reformation, 
e Anno 1553. 

ucen Mary ſucceeding, put an end to all theſe conteſts in Eng. 
land ior the whole time of her Reign, which was but five years, 
T6 avoid her Perſecution, multitudes fled beyond the Seas, fixing 
ſome at Baſil, ſome at Geneva, ſome at Strasbargh, ſome at Embden, 
ſore at Francfort, and other places. 

We have no account, that | know,how thoſe governed themſelyes 
as to Religious matters, who fixed at any of thoſe places, ſave only 
at 'Franefort and Geneva; thoſe at Geneva followed the Order of that 
Church, ſo did thoſe at Francfort, uſing the order at Geneva from 
June 27. 1554, to Mar. 13. 1555, when Dr. Cox (one of thoſe 
who had compiled our Exgls/h Common Prayer Book, and was 

| mightily 
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mightily ia love with his own labours) came over with a new party 
from England, and by his arts got admiſſion into the Church at 
Prancfort, and brought in the Engliſh Book amongſt them; not did 
this latisfie him, but he muſt alſo turn out their Pa- 


tor Mr. Knox, and that not from his charge only, See the Trou · 


but out of Francfort, procuring him (by ſome of his bles at Franc. 
par ty) to be acculed to the Senate for a Sermon he fort, p.44,45, 
had two years before Preached in Buckinghamſhire 

here in England in which he had ſome paſſages reflecting upon the 
Emperour of Germany as an Idolater, &c. which made ſome of the 
genate adviſe him to leave the City, becauſe the Imperial Court was 
then at Autburgh; and if this malicious party had carried an accu- 
lation againſt him thither, and the Enperour ſhould require the City 


to deliver him as a Traytor to him, they could not refuſe him. 


Which made Mr. Knox and a gonſiderable party of that Church re- 


move to Geneva. This was the firſt fruits df the conformable mens * 


kindneſs to poor Diſſenters, though at that time they were both paxties 
voluntary Exiles in a ſtrange Land for the common Cauſe of Religion, 
So that Dr. Cox, who was afterward Biſhop of Ely, and Horne, 
who was afterwards made Biſhop of Wincheſter, were left in poſſel- 
fon of that Church, and there performed thier Devotions by the 
Engliſh Common - Prayer- Bock, which at that time had h ad but the e- 
ftabliſhment of one year before it was thro ya out for the aſs in 
England 

Queen Elizabeth came to the Crown Three years aſter this, in the 
year 1558. Upon wbich, the baniſhed from all parts returned, both 
thoſe who had fled from King Hen. 8. perſecution, for the Six Ar- 


nicles, who if any of them returned before, were driven back again; 


and thoſe who fled from Qaeen Maries periecution, from 1553. to 
1558. Theſe (if we may believe Biſhop Bancroft and Dr. Fuller) 
having beyond Sea ſucked in the Proteſtant principles for Worſbip as 
well as Diſcipline, were the Fathers of Nenconformity in England. 
But theſe were either many more than I could ever find regiftred, or 
elſe under both perſecutions multitudes muſt lye hid in England. Aud 
indeed ſome make the cauſe of the different apprehenſions in Prote- 
Pants at that time tolye here; That thoſe moſt favourable to Con- 
formity, and promoters of it, were ſuch as had never been abroad, 
but during both thoſe perſecutions, weathered the ſtorm in England 
and the Nonconformiſts, ſuch as had been abroad, and ſeen the Wor; 


(ip, Order aud Diſcipline of the Churches in Switzerland, and Ger- 
many,” 
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many, and at Geneva, But this is not Univerſally true; for both 
Dr. Cox and Mr. Horne were at Francfurt, yet high enough for 
our Conformity, both during their abode there, and after their re- 
turn into England. 

In the firſt year of Queen Elix abeth ſeveral Acts paſſed, which 
revived the Reformation, Uniting the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction to 
the Crown, Repealing Queen Maries eAtt of Repeal, and reviving 
ſeveral Statutes for the Reformation made in the time of Hen. 8. 
and Edw. 6. eſtabliſhing VUniformity of Prayers, And it is to be no- 
ted, that theſe As vaſſed without the afſext of one Biſhop: there 
were at this time but Fourteen preſent, and they were all Papiſts, 
and notorious Diſſenters from all Acts of this nature. This by the 
way may let my Reader underſtand the Popsſh deſign of a party a- 
mongſt us, for whom it is not enough that the Clergy be owned as 
one of the Three Eſtates of the Realm (of which the King is the 
Head) but they will al{8 have them tò be one of the Three States in 
Parliament; Which if they be, no Law can be of force that wants 
the conſent of ſome of them. So that if that notion were yeilded, 
all our Acts for Reformation muſt be concluded Nulluies. 

It was the ſecond year of the Queen before we had a ſet of Prote- 


ftant Biſhops. It was her Majeſties intereſt at that time, ſo to govern 


her ſelf, ' as tofcaray an equal hand to all Proteſtants; accordingly 
ſhe fill'd up the Biſhopricbs, partly with men that during the late per- 
ſecutiogs had Raid in England; partly of ſuch as had fled beyond 


the Seas: 


1. Mathew Parker, Archbiſhop of, (anterbary——he had lived a 
private life in England. 

2, Edward Grindall, Biſhop of London, 5 

3 Robert Horne, Biſhop of Wincheſter. 

4. Richard Cox, Biſhop of Ely. Theſe, if no 

5. Edward Sands, Biſhop of Worceſter, f more, had been 

6. ohn Jewel, Biſhop of Salubury- Exiles, 

7. Tho. Beat ham, B of Coventry and Litchfield. 

8. John Parkburſt, Bilhop of Norwich. 2 


9. Rowland 
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g. Rowland Mecreck, Biſhop of Zanger. ] 
10 Niabolas, Bullingham, Biſhop of Lincoln. 
11. Thomas Toung, Biſhop of St. Davids. 
12, Richard Davyes, Biſhop of A ſaph | Whether ti1cſe 
* 


13. Gubert Barclay, Biſhop of Bath and Welts. had been be- 
14. Edmond Gneſt, Biſhop of Rocheſter, yond Sea, du- 
15. William Alley Biſhop of. Exeter. ring the perſe- 
16, Edmond Scamler, Bilhop of Peterborough. | cution, I can- 


18. Thomas Young Archbiſhop of York, 
James Pilkington, Biſhop of Darham. 
20. Jobn Beſt, Bilhop of Carliſle. 

21. George Pownham, Biſhop of Cheſter. 


. Kichard Cheyney, Biſhop of Gloceſter. . nottell. 


The other Biſhopricks were either detained in the Queens hands, 
or held in {ommendam. Theſe men were all of them Conformsſts, 
but ſome of them knew the heart of Safferers for their con/ciences 
towards God, for themſelves had been ſuch; indeed they generally 
had been ſo, though in different degrees, This temper of thele Bi- 
ſhops gave that party much quiet for ſeveral years, who could not a- 
gree to the Liturgy and Ceremonses, | find a very large Petition 
preſented by multitudes to the Queen, Anno 1561. which was the 
Third year of her Reign, in Three or Four Sheets A. S. where they 
complain of inſufficient and ſcandalous Miniſters, of Pluraliſts, and 
Non-reſidents, and Lawyers being Miniſters, but I find not the leaſt 
complaint of any ſaſpended, deprived, &c. 

Vet even at the firſt | find Mr. Coverdale refuſing to be reſtored to 
his B:ſhoprick, of Exeter, and Reverend Gilpen retufing the Biſhop- 
rick of Carli ſle. 

Put no Subſcription was yet required to any thing, by any Legal 
Authority z nor was the uſe of all the Common-Prayers Book, or an 
exalt obſervance of the Ceremonies, generally urged. This kept all 
in quiet fome years : the people enjoycd the labours of their godly 
Miniſters : the Minilters at that time ſcrupled not to uſe ſome parts 
of the Common Prayer: the Biſhops did not exact their uſe of the 
gore offenſive parts of it, nor of the Ceremonies : ſome particular 

cials were alittle buſiezand ſome few,very few men were ſufferers 
by them: but the body of the Nonconforming Miniſters and people 
were much quiet, until not only Arch-Biſhop Parker was dead, but 
Biſhop Grindallalſo, who ſucceeded him in that, wko died about 
158 z. about the 25th of the Queen. T4 
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In the year 1383. Dr. John Whitgift came to be e Archbiſhop o 
Canterbury. \ 

The firit L read of, as to Subfcriptions and Nohconformity, was 
when the Subſcription to the 39. Articles, which were made by the 
Convocation 1562. but not confirmed by Parliament until the year 
1572. (which was the 13th Eliz.) and then only required to be 
{ublcribed by ſuch as were to be admitted to Livings : and that no 
further than ſo far 4 concerned matters of Faith and the Do- 
#rine of the Sacraments, was exacted from all Miniſters. 

After the agreement in them by the Convocation, 1562. ſeveral 
Biſhops without any Authority from Parliament, impoled a Subſcripe 
tion to the whole number of them upon all Miniſters in their Dioceſ- 
ces; the refuſal of which cauſed the ſufferings of ſeveaal particular 
men. Fohn Fox being required to Subſcribe, pulled out his Greek 
Teſtament, and plainly told the Archbiſhop, he would Subſcribe to no- 
thing but that; but yet ſuch was the gravity of the man, ſuch his E- 
minency for his ſervice to the Church, that he was let alone. 

The famous Laurence Humfrygand Anthony Gilby, and ſome others 
appeared Nanconformiſts. | 

Betwixt 1563. and 158 3. alſo (eſpecially in the latter part of that 
time) the Riſhops began to preſs a Subſcription to Two Articles more, 
the one to acknowledg the Queens Supremacy : that none denied, or 
as good as none: the other was, that the Common. Prayer- Book, the 
Boos of Homilies, and the Book, of ordering Biſhops, Prieſts and Dea- 
cons, contained in them nothing contrary to the Word of God, To 
this day there is no Bock of Canons confirmed by Parliament that 
req ret any luch thing: but I cannot find that there was any Ca- 
von about theſe things, that had King Edward's, or Queen Elizge 
beths aſſent notified under the Broad Seal, ſo as it could pretend to 
any Legal eſtabliſhment. 

But the Biſhops of that Age were adventuring to eſtabliſh theſe 
things upon their own Authority, directly contrary to the Statute 
25. Henry 8. which reſtrained them from putting any Canons in uſe, 
to be made after that time, unleſs they firſt had the Kings Aſſent, 

The Oath of Supremacy was indeed eſtabliſhed by Act 1ff. Elix. 
but a Subſcription was not. The uſe of the Common-Prayer was 
commanded by an Act 1ſt Elix but a Subſcription, that that there 
nothing in it, nor in the Homilies, nor in the Book, of Ordering Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, contrary to the Word of God, under a 
penalty of ſuſpenſion or Deprivation, was not. And the — ſo 

olten 
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often put to them by the Biſhops, Will you uſe that which you will not 
ſubſcribe to, that it contains nothing 1 to Gods word ? is eaſily 


anſwered: There was a great part of the Book (vi. the Rubricks) 
that were not to be uſed in God's Worſhip. Nor did they uſe it 
all, but ſome part of it, which was not offenſive io them and other 
good people. 

But altho many ſuffered upon this new impoſition after Whitgife 
came to be a conſiderable figure in the Church; yet the great ſhock 
was after that he came (upon the death of Grindal) to be Arch- 
b ſh:p of (amterbury , which was about the year 1583. and the firſt 
c nliderable Nonconformiiy of Miniſters in England is to be dated 
from this time. 

Some ſeparation there was before this time: For Biſhop Bancroft 
ia his Dangerous Poſitions tells us, That within the ten or eleven firſt 
years of the Queens reign, many of the people ſeparated, meeting in 
woods ad fields. But their numbers were not valuable, nor their 
perſons much conſiderable z they were generally as ſheep without a 
Shepherd, few or no Miniſters being amongſt them, at leaſt of any 
note or authority, to give them any great name or repute, 

The Author of the Book entituled, The unlawful practices of the 
Prelates, which was wrote about that time, tells vs, That as to Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, the Queen had a moſt peaceable Grier the 
firſt twenty four years of her reign. Towards ſome partic r good 
ven, ſome bard dealings were ſhewed here and there, by the inſtigation 
of ſome ignorant and half Popiſh perſons, for lack of judgment and 


knowledg. 
That which pc ſſibly gave occsſion to this activity of the Biſhops, 


were two ſorts of Difſcnters which they obſerved amongſt the Mi- 
nifters. 

Some who only diſſented as to the Common-prayer-book and Cere:. 
monies, of which number were Mr. Field, Mr. Wilcox, Mr. Stax 
don, Mr. Boxham, Mr. Saintcloe, Mr. Clare, Mr. Edmonds. Others 
that were allo for the Reformation of Diſcipline, amongſt whom 
were Mr. Clark, Mr. Travers, Mr. Barber, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Che- 
ſtou, Mr. Crook, Mr. Egerton, who were all betrayed by one Mr. 
Fohnſon who was wont to meet with them, and many of them moſt 
miſerably treated in the High Commiſſion upon it. 

A great noiſe was made of the election of a Presbytery at Wandſe 
worth in Surry, the meaning of which was no more than this. The 
Oueens and the Biſhops Orders N no ſurther to the trial o- 


- 
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fi tneſs of Communicants, than if they could ſay the Creed, the Lords 
Prayer, and the Ten Command ments ( all which might be done by 
one 10 ignorant, that no Miniſter who regarded what he did, con!d 
adminiſfer the Lords Supper unto ) ſome Miniſters did agree of a 
ir Aer eximination, and the people made choice of ten or clever: 
perſons to be preſent at that action. Poſſibly it had been leſs expo- 
ied to ſcandal, if inſtead ef them, two or three Miniſters had ſo j ic 
ed, and the end as well obtained; but ſurely this wass far Her e- 
vil, than the admitting of all to the Sacrament that could Hut fe- 
hearſe the Creed, Lords Prayer, and Ten Commandments; there was 
rothing in this action, but any pious Miniſters who are the ſtewards 
of | the myſteries of God, might anſwer with a ſafe conſcience; for of 
Stewards it is required that they ſhould be faithful, faith the apoſtle ; 
and I believe any Biſhop would have judged his Steward unfaithſul, 
if he had dealt out his Maſter's goods contrary to his Maſter's or- 
der. The Miniſters Maſter's order is plain enough, that the holy Sa- 
crament belongs not either to ignorant or ſcandalous perſons. All 
the Churches of God in all Ages agree this, our own Church in her 
principles agreeth it; yet in practice, all Miniſters were tyed to 
give the Sacrament (as in times of Popery) to all ſuch as could but 
rehearſe the Creed, the Pater Noeſter, and the Ten Commandments ; 
andc ed in Lent; thoſe eminent perſons who were commiſſio- 
rate aw. 6. to draw up a new body of Eccieſiaſtical Laws 
(though that excellent Prixce lived not long enough to ſet his Hand 
and Seal to it, fo as what they had done had no legal force) had 
expreſly determined, Tit. de Sacraments, Cap. 5. 

We will have none admitted to the Table of the Lord, until in the 
Church be bath made pi ofeſſion of his faith. 

What ſhould good Miniſters do in this caſe ? they couid g but 
precariouſiy; it ſeems at Wandſworth in Surry, there was a people 
_ voluntarily ſubmitted- to this; what harm was this to the Bi- 

ops ? 

But the tiuth is, this buſineſs of diſcipline came into very little 
— before 1584. after that Subſcription had been fo fatally im- 
poſed. 

In feveral Dzoceſſes I perceive there were ſome circumſtantial va- 
riations in the forms of Subſcriptions. To let my Reader therefore 
know what it was, 1 will give it him as it lieth in the 36th Caron, 
1603. when it firſt received any thing like a legal confirmation, 
which was atleaſt 25. or 26. years after it was firſt deviſed, and full 
30. years after it was ſo rigorouſly preſſed. 1. Art. 


The Hiſtory of Conformity. Lc 


1. Art. That the Queens Majeſty, under God, id the Supreme 
Governour of this Realm, and of all other her Highlineſſes Dominions, 
and Territories, as well in all Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical things or cau- 
ſes, as Temporal ;, and that no forreign Prince, Perſon, State or Po- 

rentate, hath, or ought to have any Furiſdiftion, Power, Superiority, 
o7 Preheminence, or Authority, Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual, within her 
Aajeſties Realms, Dominions or Countries. 

2. Art. That he alloweth the Book, of Articles, agreed on ly the 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy, in 
the Convocation holden at London, 1562. and that he :chnowledgeth 
21! and Every the Articles therein, being in number 39. beſides the 
Ratific«tion, to be agreeable to the Word of God, 

3. Art. That the Book of CommonePrayer, and of ordering Bi- 
ſhops, Frieſts and Deacons, containeth in it nothing contrary to the 
Word of God, and that it may lawfully be uſed, and that lg limſelf 
will wſe the form in the ſaid Book, preſcribed in publick, Prayer 


and : Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and no other, 


This Engine was firſt formed by the eArchbiſkop Whitgiſt, and 
was or.c of thoſe 16. Propoſals he offered to the Queen, for the ſet- 
ling of the Church (a Copy of which in A. S. with two Anſwers 
to them, | have read,) ſome little difference there was in the Arch- 
biſkeps form: His firſt Article was, : 

1. Art. That the Authority which is given her Majeſty, in Cauſes 
Eccleſiaſtical, by the Laws of the Land, is lawful, and according to 
the Word of God. 

The Second Article was his Third, and ran thus: 

2, Art. That be allowed the Book of Articles of Religion, agreed 
on by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, and the whole 
(leren in the Convocation holden at London 1562. and ſet forth by 
her Majeſties Authority, and that he agreeth the Articles therein cor: 
tained, to be agreeable tothe Word of God. 

3. Art. (Which was the Archbiſhops Second) was word for 
word the lame, 

This Motion of the Archbiſbops put the Queen upen adding 
force to the [mpoſition, which indeed had been by ſome Bsſhops be- 
gan before, but now in moſt Dioceſſes it was rigorouſly preſſed. 
The iſſue of this is told us by the Author of the unlawful prattices 


f Prelates in theſe words: | 
C 2 | Was- 
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Whatſoever was required in Civil Cauſes, either that concerned her 
Ma jeſty, or the State, was by the Miniſters embraced wholly and freely. In 
Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes alſo, whatſoever concerned Dottrine,or otherwiſe, 
wa exprefly required by. Statute for Subſcription. Thus far at the 
firſt all men with proteſtation offered, but to yeild to this thing, ſo 
range aud new, without any Law in ſtreighter ſort than ever was 
required. That all things were agreeable to Gods Word, and not 
againſt itz not only tollerable but allowable, both in the Book of 
Common-Prayer, and in the Book of ordering Biſhops, Prieſts 
and Deacons. This was refu'ed, divers of the Miniſters were (ul- 

* pended, multitudes were thruſt out 

How many godly, able, painful Miniſters were outed all over 
England, | cannot tell, but ex ungue Leonem, | have ſcen a A. S. 
which gives an account of the names of Sixty odd in Suffolk, Twen 
ty one in Lincoluſhire, Sixty. four in Norfolk, Thirty eight in Eſſex ; 
which though they ſeem comparatively few, yet are a great many 
when we conſider that in Eſſex, at that time, there was an account 
given of 163. Miniſters that never Preach'd, only read Prayers and 
Homilies, and 8 5. more, Pluraliſts, Non reſidents, or — moſt 
notoriouſiy debaus ht. | 

This was the firſt fruit of that Acchbiſbops preferment, and a 
fair offer at the rooting out of the reformed Religion as loon as 
planted, which never did, nor ever will live and flouriſh in any 
place, under the conduct of an ignorant, debauched, unpreaching 
Miniſtry ;, ſuch a Miniſtry, much better ſerving Popiſh than Prete- 
ſtant pur poſes. 

What the Miniſters that were ſuſpended, or deprived did, to 
prevent their miſery, or to get this ſeverity a little mitigated and 
allayed at this time, in the years 1583, 1584 1585. I ſhall in- 
form the world from the worthy Author of the Book aforementi- 
oned, wrote at that very time, and- often quoted by Biſhop Ban- 
croft. 

His words are theſe: 

The Cauſe was general, means were made, Admiſters preſented 
Doubts, Proteſtations, Supplications; they were repulſed, reviled, 
threatned; the Miniſters did indure, ſuſtained with a good Conſci- 
ence.; but their miſerable flacky were ſubject to all diſorders, ſpoils, 
baveck:: Good men mourned, evil men prevailed, Licenſe poſſeſſed all 
plares, nothing was reſerved whole to civil and modeſt life. Th. ſe 
things Gentlemen of all ſorts took to heart, they lamented their own- 

_ eftare, 
& «+? 
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tflate, and the e tate of the people, bey pitied their Mimiters, their 
Wives and Children; Gods Cauſe moved them, the honour of th: Goſ- 
pel driw them, yea the ſafety of her Majeſty in theſe dangerous times 
compelled them, their own Offices of Fuſtice, which by the word was ſo 
well aided, and which without it they could not ſteer in a ſtorm of ſo 
great confuſion, drew them to ſue in all humble ſort th the Archbiſhop, 
teſtifying the who"eſome Doctrine, together with the honeſt life of their 
Paſtors, declaring the breaches, waſte and wrecks vf their Country, 
' the preſent evil, the dangers to come; finally craving, that in regard of 
the ſouls of the people, and their own, he would accept ſuch 4 Sub: 
ſeription as the Law expreſly appointed [ 13. Elz c. 12.) and reſtore 
the poor men both to their Preaching and Livings. This ſecond means 
prevail d with him | Archbiſhbp Whitgiſt J no more than the firſt, 
The third was attempted. 

This refuge was to the Honourable Senate of her Majefties Privy” 
Council. There it was in like manner ſought, and declared, the pro- 
ceedings before uſed with the Archbiſhop. The inconveniency by this 
nem dealing ſprang up in the (hurch and Commonwealth, was ſhewed, 
and vine by Subſcribed Hands, Theſe ſupplications, with Let- 
ters of favour were ſent to the Archbiſhop, in the behalf of Preachers; 
did he yet any thing relent ? ſurely no, nay, I would he had not been 
more indurate. Six or Eight wonths were thus ſpent, the Country de- 
void of Preaching, the calamities of ſome Shires increaſed, teftinio- 
mes, informations, multiplied. At the length, ſuch were the com- 
plaints, that her Majefties mofF Honourable Council dealt very fetl- - 
ingly in the caſe. 


Leſt any ſhould traduce that Book as giving a falſe account, 1 
could gut of « MS. in my hands, fill a competent Volume with Co- 
pies of Supplications of this nature. It ſhall tuffice to give an inſtance 
or two. 1. Of the Xi:ifters Applications to Archbiſhop Whitgift, 
2. The peoples, and ſeveral Gentlemens applications and fupplicatiohs 
to the Archbiſhop; then 3. To the Council. Letters from Noblemen 
and Privy-Councellors to the Archbiſhop, &c. | 

That of the Miniſters of the Doce/s of Ely, is one of the ſhort- - 
eſt , I ſhall therefore tranſcribe that for a ſpecimen of Applications 
to the Archbiſhop. 


Whe! ei £0 Canonical Admoniticns upon our obedience, are already 
paſt ( moſt R veren Father in gd) and ſuſpenſion ready to — 
againſs * 


14 3 Hiſtory of Conformity. 

4g ainſh u f not ſubſcribing to ſome things we know not, and others 
that we greatly doubt of : We having received good hope apon our own 
knowledg of your Hm — hatred - Zr love of true Re- 
ligion and godlineſs, are bold to offer our humble ſupplication ants you, 
as well to ſhew our, obedience to all ſuperiority over u in the Lord, as 
alſo to crave” your Lordſhips lawful favour for larger ſpace of time to 
be granted to us, conſidering how carefully we have uſed our Miniſtry 
to the building of the Church, endeavouring with all our hearts to keep 
the good peace thereof, which we daily pray for : Wherefore if it ſhall 
ple aſe your Lordſhip to deal ſo graciouſly with us, as either to free 
ns from all ſubſcriptions, ſaving to her Majeſties authority, and the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, which the Law requireth; or to 
give us ſo long time, as divers Treatiſes may be peruſed by us, that ei- 
ther we may be ſatisfied in our perſuaſions to ſubſcribe, or (if there be 
no remedy.) quietly to give place to the peace of the Church. In the mean 
time we judg them not that have ſubſcribed, as we deſire not to be judged 
in this our Paying. Thus if it (ball pleaſe Almighty God to move your 
Lordſhip to take compaſſion on our troubled conſciences, that we may feel 
our burden lighter by your good favour, we ſhall praiſe God for the 
ſame, and ſhew our thank fulneſs to your Lordſhip, which we pray God 
to. preſerve and keep tothe good and benefit of his Church, and to your 


own comfort. 
12. March 1583. Your Graces moſt humble, 


Robert Garret Fowter. . Martin. 
Henry Pickenſ/on. Mat. Chapman. Edw.Brain, 
C briftepber Jack ſon Thomas Brain. 
- 


Many Supplications of this nature were in that and in the two 
following years preſented te the Archbiſhop, to particular Riſhops 
of Dioceſſes, &c. which I forbcar to tranſcribe, the matter being 
much the ſame. 


Theſe not finding their due effect, the Gentlemen of ſeveral Coun- 
ties petitioned the Archbiſhop. I could inſert ſeveral Copies | (hal 
only inſert that of the Gentlemen in Cambridg ſhire to the Arch i- 
ſhop, bearing date the 26, of April, 1583. 


May 


The Hiſtory of Conformity. 15 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, that — good favour we who. 


being known unto ut — ; the other hereafter to come being uni nom 
0 


Your Graces aſſured, 


John Cutts, Fitzralph Chamblein. 

Fr. Hind. Thomus Wendy 

Jobn Hutton. Thomas Chickly, 
Anthony Cage. 


some 
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Some others there were of this nature; but it ſeemed both by 
what followed, and alſo by what the Author of the Book afore- 
mentioned ſaith, that the Archbiſhops ear was deaf to all Supplica- 
tions of this nature, and has reſolved to carry his Subſcription 
through. 

The poor Miniſters in thi; diſtreſs, together alſo with the Gen- 
tlemen of ſeveral Counties, and the people of ſeveral places, ad- 
dreſſed themſelves by Petition to the Queen, and to particular Lords 
of the Council, then to the Queen and the whole Council. Particu- 
larly, Daumow in Efſex lent a Supplication to my Lord Rich. The 
Pariſhioners of eAldermary in London, to the Earl of Leiceſter. Ibe 
Miniſters of the Dioceſs of Peterborough, to another Lord. Many 
addreſſed to the whole Council, viz+ The Gentlemen of Norfolk , 
the Miniſters in Norfolk, the Miniſters of Eſſex, the Miniſters of 
Lincolnſhire, Eſſex, Oxfordſbire, the Iſle of Ely, and many other 
Counties and places, I have by me all the Copies z I ſhall only tr ar- 
{cribe that of the Miniſters of Lincolnſhire. 


The Supplication of the Miniſters of Lincolnſhire to the 
Lords of the Council. * 


raſmuch (Right Honcurable) 44 the Lord of heaven and eurth 

bath ſubitutzd your Honours nat under her Maje ty, to pro- 
cure paſſage to his Go/pel, beauty to his Church, and glory to his King- 
dom; in which buſineſs of the Lord, to tie great joy of all theſe which 
pray heartily for the peace of Jerulalem , hitherto you bave happily 
.proceeded : We whoſe names are underwritten, whom the ſame Lord 
hath in mercy placed over ſome of his people here in Lincolaſhire, 4 
Pastors and Preachers to feed them with the word of truth, do humbly 
beſeech your Henours to regard the pitiful and woful eftate of cur 
Congregations and people in theſe parts, which being deſtitute of our 
Miniftry by the means of a Subſcription generally and ſiriltly ur- 
ged now of late by the Biſhops Officers, do mourn and lament. It is 
well known to all your Lordihips , that an abſolute Subſe ription is 
required throughout the whole Province of Canter bury to three Ar- 
ticles. The firſt concerning her Majeſties Supreme Authority. The 
ſecond to the Book, of Common- prayer, with that of conſecrating Bi- 
ſhops, and ordering Prieſts and Deacons, The third concerning the 


' 
Boo; 
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Book of Articles. As touching the firſt, we offer our ſevles to a ſull 
Subſcription, as always heretofore we have done; 4 alſo tothe Ar- 
ticles of Religion [|| preſume here muſt be meant, as in the reſt gene- 
rally is expreſt, to far as they concern matters of Faith, and the 
Doctrine ot the Sacraments, ] and cannot be accepted herein, witheut 
an abſolute Subſcribing to the other, unto which we dare not conde- 
ſeend, being as yet maxy of us not fully arquainted with the Bock of 
conſecrating Biſhops, and ordering Prieſts and Deacons; aud all of 
us unreſolved, and unſatisfied in our Conſciences, in many points of 
the Common-Prayer. May it pleaſe your Lordſhips alſo, favoura- 
bly to conſiaer, that in refuſing an abſolute Subſcription, we do it not 
out of auy arrogance,or ſingularity bat only for that we have no ſuffict+ 
ent reſolution, which we have earneſily deſired of ſome doubts, about 
divers weighty matters, and points in the ſame Book; which requeſts 
of ours, ſith we could not obtain, we deſired, that at the leaſt in our 
Subſcription, we might make exceptions of the things whereof we 
doubted, which they have utterly denied ut, for which cauſes (Right 
Honourable!) we fearing to Subſcribe ſo abſolutely as we were ur- 
ged, we axe all ſuſpended from executing the function of eur Miniſtry 
amongſt our people, to the great danger of their ſouls, and danger of 
loſing the frait of our former poor labours, which we have by Gods 
Grace imployed upon them: where fore we kumbly crave of your Ho- 
nours (our Cauſe being, as we are perſwaded, the Lords own Cauſe, 
and his Churches) that it may be conſidered And that ſince we can 
neither be impeached of falſe Doctrine, nor of contempt of ber Maje- 
ſties Laws, nor of refuſing of the exerciſing of the Book, of Com- 
mon Prayer in our charges, nor of Lreeding contention and ſedition iu 
the Church : And again, that Papiſts, ber Mlajeſties enemies, with 
Atheiſts, to the corrupting of Religion in Dofirine and Manners, do 
daily multiply and — we may be reſtored to our flocks and people, 
in ſuch ſort, as with all peace of Conſcience we may go forward with 
the Lords Work, in building up his houſe in ſeveral places. 


Thomas Fulkeck. Shepheard. John Munning. 
Hugh Tuke. Henry Nelſon. Humſrid Travers. 
John Daniel. Mat. Tomſon. John Pryer. 


Richard Allen. Thomas Pradly. John Summerſcales. 
Anthony Hunt. Joſeph Gibſon. John Wintle. 
Reinold Grome. James Worſhip. Richard Holdſworth. 
Thomas Tripler- Charles Bingam, Richard Kellet. 

D Theſe 
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Theſe are oh for ſpecimens of ſcveral ſorts of Sopplications. 
There were others more particularly directed to the Queen, and to 
tome great perſons, all much to the lame ſenſe. 

This laſt means had ſome little effect: of which the Author of 
the Book called The unlawful prattices of Prelatcs, giveth us this 
account, c. 4. 


Hence became the ſubſcription to be ſomen . more tolerable, and 
further time was granted unto divers in divers Countreys, and retain- 
ing that which pertained to the Civil State, and inthe Ec cleſ; iaſeical that 
w bich concerned dottriney with proteſtatio to uſe the lock of Com- 
mon- prayer, the Ac. biſhop ſuffered humſelf to be entreated to require 
uo more of many. To this many were erawn : the peace of the Church, 
the compaſſion of their flocks, the meariue 's of turmoils, brought many 
to it, that yet did it. Jome with tears, ſome with fo great hea vine ſs 
of conſcience lo after, as they were never quiet till. 7 heir dying day. 
So great, deſire of un ity was ia ſunary men that ſts ol herein. Others 
A * tat uſel vc. with a pr oteſtation <) of a ho y aud cody reſclution 
by the Archbifnop, and ether of the Biſbops, in C:rtain poir® ( as they 


ſoppoſed } by these by te of certain learned men 111he the ca'e, did 
nat reſuſe to / 0, 47e, as the Ali pers 6 of % ne ad itch like. 4 
gain, 10 e other ſyrcial men were Aclmitted iu di places with more 


favour, a the Alnjiers of Lciceſterſhire, Bie inghon lb. Ce, and 
ſort wh 7 paces, and ſome ſuch others (chi. ſuch whoſe author; 'y 
would have brenght credit to their tes tea feruere preceedrngs) u H 
07. any ſub; CHILI29M all. ITY 

Hence, of the multit, de that held ert, at firſt ſeemed nt ſe great 
( 17 9. 4 trith 14; pe- of Ve nen, di A the ti Cf, the; were 1660 teo 
RAB and $7514 οαα,j tion laid ih their |. ary CXCoPTiors in a 
Bape 16 er tion at all. Bai wit bh. the credit of, theſe , he n ing 
Si ts Tre ub 7 Piptions un cue fa pers and 762 ain the: # Prote At. TH, - 
Aether, many were drawn a ſo a: una ares birds into the uet, by the 
005 * 9 of kirds firſt taken. F jom the colour of thi ſe laſt forms of 
{iLieriouGns, ſprerg bruits, as tho all things were well in the GrCers 
aid Lit: 8 y 6: the Church of England; all things ſubſeribtd ante; 
thet all had yielded; that . woxths were open, had ſubſc:ie 
bed. Pit bow far theſe differ from that which was at firſt tendered, 
/ /up, 20/e no man is ignorant, As again, how little e fference there 


; benveen the latter, aud that which all men did freely and frankly of- 
fer 
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fer at the firſt. Nothing that did pertain to her Excellent Majeſty 


was ſiruck at; nothing that concerned doctrine, or the ſubſtance of 
our faith. Nothing that in the Statutes was ſet down touching Sub- 
lcription. 


The moſt that ws excepted againſt at firſt, and that generally, 
were the Ceremonies, The reading the Apocryphal Books , The ill 
tr-:nſlation of the Scriptures uſed , The Rubricks, Very many things 
in the Book of ordaining biſhops, Prieſts. and Deacons, and ſeveral 
paſſages in the prayers, The number was not many, who retuled to 
uica fer-form of prayer to be conſtantly uled in their Miniſtry. 

It was but twenty five years ſince the whole Nation came out of 
Popery, where they knew nothing eife 5, and it could not be expect 
ed chat in that time ſhould be a dilcovery of all that was truly 
blams avic in 1/orſbip, or Government of the Church. Yet there were 
lone that in thote days refu!-d this, Biſhop Bancroft in his Danger- 
on Poſitions, p. 84 tells us, that Mr. Field in a Letter to Mr, Aker, 
14 Ap. 1585. tells him: 


I preach every Sabbath-day, (if no other that cometh by chance doth 
ſupply the place ) having nothing to do at all with the former Book, of 


Common- prayer, &c. 


This was the firſt diviſion of godly Miniſters into ſuch as were 
purely Nonconformiſts. 2. Conforming Nonconformiſts. The latter 
were? the greater number; who had ſuhſcribed to uſe the Common- 
prayer, but not to read it fully and in all parts; and this with 
proteſtations, that their ſubſcriptions ſhould not oblige them to do 
any thing contrary to the word of God, &c. there were ſcveral 
forms of it | 

Twenty Miniſters ot the Dicceſs of Chicheſter thus ſubſcribed, 
with exception to il the Rubricut, the Book of Graination, and! 
know not how many limitations. 

Aere the great and infinite wiidom of God vas ſeen, governing 
the failers of his ſervants: to his own w/e end: and glory. By this 
means a preac 1g Miniſtry was preſerved in Engl ud, which had the 
Biſhop kept to his r ieverity ant all the H iruters that at firſt re- 
fuſed, abloiute!ly perſiſted in their refuial, had before the Reforma- 
tion was 28. years old, been 1:ftroyed throughout England,at leaſt 
the greateſt part of it. 

D 2 But 


in the name ot. 
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But (faith out Saviour) He that will ſavechis life ſhall 40% it: 
Very many of theſe good men were afterwards ſuſpended, depri- 
ved, indited, impriſoned, wearied · out- of their lives by.zfoubles in 
the High Commiſſion; though not for not ſubſcribing [for which 


was no Law) yet for not wearing the Surplice, not uſing the Croſs in. 


Baptiſm, not-keeping Halydays, not reading. all the Prayers, or ſome 
ſuch like things. Thus was our ſtate. from 1583. till 1603. when 
King James came to the Crown. 

Hitherto L have ſhewed my Reader the firſt Impoſitions in Eng- 
land, and the woful miſchief wrought by them, not only to multi- 
tudes of particular Families, but to the intereſt of the Goſpel. and 
R £,07 mation. in general, | 


I ſhall now proceed to a ſecond period, which will take up the 
whole time of King Jawes his Reign, from 160 3. to 162 5. Whit» 
gift was in the beginning Archbiſhop , and Bancrofe Biſbop of Lin- 
don. Their Writings ſuſficiently teſtifie how zealous both of them 
were againſt Nenconformiſis. The Convocation this year eſtabliſhed 
the three Articles (which 20 years before had made ſuch a conſu- 
ſipa ) by a Canon; it is their 36 Canon: which Canons were con- 
fi1med by King James, but never ſince. brought to a Parliament, or 
confirmed by them. I am not concerned to enquire how valid they 


are as Laws obligatory to the ſubject, till confirmed by Parliament 


(that belongeth to Lawyers to argue, and dependeth upon the 
Kings Prerogative, and the terms uſed in the Act of 25. Hen. 8.) 
1 am only concerned to note how Conformity improved upon theſe 
Canons, and alſo what the effect of theſe new.Impoſitions was. 

For the firſt, let the Canons themſelves ſpeak. Subſcription to the 
This makes itjthrze e Articles was now enjoined by (anon. 36. Boweng at the name 
evident, raat of Feſus was enjoined Can 18. Bidding of prayer, by another (ax 
the Confe- - non, with a multitude of other things too long to be here recited ; 
rence at for, which I refer my Reader to the Book of Canons. . 

Hampton- . The firſt fruit of this was a Petition with a thouſand Miniſters 
Court, this hands, preſentad to the King 1603,4, faith. Dr. Faler. Indeed 

ear, Was det Or. Faller ſaith, the hands were. but 750. I believe he taketh his 
all Noxconſor intelligence from the abridgment of that Book, which the Miniſters 
* miſts,but only. F Lincoln Dioceſs,. delivered to. bis Majeſty, 5. December, 1604. 
the perſonal I find them there mentioned to be 752. out of 23. Counties. Dr. 
Act of 3 or 4 Faller faith, 25. which are but half the Counties of England and 
men, Noncon. Wales, hardly ſo much. Their numbers are thus countd, 


Oxfors . 


— — 
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Oxfordſhire-—— 9g. Suſſex -47. K —— 23. 
Stafordſbire— 14. Leiceſter ſhire- 37. London —————— 30. 


Dor ſetſhire--— 17. Eſex 57. Lincolnſhire -3 3- 
Nottinghamſhire 20. Cheſhire 12, Warwick ſhire —44. 
Surry 21, Bedſordſhire 16. Devon agd Cornwall-5 1. 
Norfolk. 28. Somer ſetſhire- 17. Northampton — 7. 
Wilrſbire 11. Darbyſhire—-20, Suffolk 72. 


Buckinghamſhire-33. Lancaſhire—21., 


- Theſe make 752. Here are none reckoned of any County in 
Wales, nor any of York ſhire, Bark ſhire, and many others. | know 
no reaſon any hath to doubt, but that there were a 1020, hands to 
this Petitioa; the Petitioners in the body of their Petition far, - 
they were more than a thouſand, and they would not have told a 
Lye to a King, which ſo little labour as counting them would have 
proved to be ſuch. 

But the matter of the Petition is very conſiderable, to let my 
Reader know both to what height /mpoſitions. were grown 77. 
years ſince, and what brions they met with from our fore-fa- 
thers. Dr. Fuller in his C Hiſtory aſſures us, he has got the 
true Copy » I will therefore tranſcribe it from him, as I find it in 
the 10th Book, p. 22. ” 


Moft — — 2 * Soveraign'! 
Seeing it hath pleaſed the Divine. Hajeſty, to the great comfort of 
all — Chriſtians, to advance your . is, — — 
juſt Title, to the peace able Government of this Church, and Common... 
wealth of England: We, the Miniſters of the Goſpel in this Land, 
neither as. fathious men, affecting a popular parity in the ( hurcb, nor 
as. Schiſmatichs, - aiming at the diſſolution of the State Eccleſiaſtical, 
but as the faithful Servants of Chriſt, and loyal Subjefts to your 
e Majeſty, deſiring, and longing for a Rrareſ1 of divers abuſes of the 
Church, could do no leſs in aur obedience to God, ſervice to your Majeſty, 
love tohis Church,than acquaint your Ma 107 with our particular griefs, . 

for as your. Princely Pen writetht The King, as a good Phylician, 
muſt firſt know what peccant humours his Patient naturally is moſt 
ſudje& unto, before he can begin his Cure : And although divers of 
w that ſue for Reformation, Subſcribe to the Book, ſome upon Prote- 
ſtation, ſome upan Expolition given them, ſome with Condition, r- 
thay - 
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ther than the Church ſhould have been deprived of their labour and 
Miniſtry ;, yet now we to the number of more than a thouſand of 
your Majeſties Subjects and Miniſters, all groaning as under a com- 
mon burden of humane Rites and Ceremonics do with one joint con- 
ſent humble our ſelves at your Majeſties fect, to be eaſed and relieved 
in this behalf. Our humble ſuit then unto your Majclty is, that theſe 
offences following, ſome of them may be removed, ſome amended, ſome 
qualified. 

1. In the Church Service, That the Crol> in Baptiſm, Interroga- 
tories miniſtred to Infan te, Orfirmation (as ſup. r fluows ) may be 
taken away, Baptiſm not to be ad miniſtrea by Women, and ſo explain. 
ed. The Cap and »urplice not urged, That Examination may go be- 
fore the Communion. That it may be admniſtred with a Sermon That 
divers terms of Prieſts. Abſolution, and ſome others uled, with the 
Ming in Marriage, and other ſuch like in the Bock, might be correct 
ed, Tue longſomeneſs of Service abridied. ¶ hurch ſongs and Muſic 
moderated to better edification. That the | ords day be not profaned, 
The reſt upon Holidays not ſo ſtrittly urged. That there may be an 
U 11formity of Doctrine preſcribed, No Popiſh opinion any more taught 
or defended. No Miniſters charged to teach the people go bow at the 
Ne of Feſus. That the Canonical Scriptures only be read in the 
(Church. - 

2, Concerning Church Miniſters : That none hereafter be admit- 
ed into the Miniſtry bat able ana ſufficient men, and thoſe to preach 
diligentiy, and tj pccially upon the Lords day That ſuch 4s be alre dy 
ertred, and e innot Preach, may either he remued, aud ſeme chars 
t thle courſe taken for their relief, or elſe to be forced gra to the 
wvrlue of their Living e to maintain Pregchers. That non Refil-noy be 
not rerecitted. That ing Edwards Statut, for the lavtulicl; of Mi- 
lers Marriages miy be revived That Miniſters be net urged to 
ſubleribe, but according to the Lam, tothe Articles 0; Religion, and 

e Kings Supremacy only, | 
Far Circh-livings, ind Maintenance: That Bi ſhops lende 
their co meet, ſome Holding H rebends [ors arſongges, ſore 
carte w h their Biſhopricks Ther dow!r henefced men be not 


(Hired es hola, fare two, ſome three Fenefice: rith ure, and ſore 
: J . „ * o 7 N 884 of 7 7 I kuhn 226 Ps P . A 
to» cheer, or four Dionities beſid's. That Im priations annexed to 


* ſh hh and Colleges, be demiſed only to! achers incunbene, 
tre: oli Rut. That the linpropriatians o/ ' -y-mens fees may be 


1 


chureed with a ſixth or ſe uenth part of the werth to the maintenance of 
f. | 4. For 
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4 For Churc teDifcipline;That the D:/e 7 s and FHatennunicaticn 
may be adminiſtred according to Chriſts If itatien, or at the leaſt that 
enorm ities may be redreſſed, 4s namely, Thet Excommunication come 
not forth under the names of Chancellors, Lay-perions, Officials, 
&c. That men be not Excommunicated fer ti fits, twelye-peny matters. 
That none be Ecommunicated without conſent of his Paſter, That tle 
Officers be not juffered to extort wireaſorable ſees. T hit nog having 
Furtſdiflion or Regiſters places, put out the ſame to farm, That divers 
Popiſh Canons as for reſtraint of Marriage at certain times be rcucr- 
ſed. That the long ſomeneſs of Snuits in H ccleſiaſtical Ceurt s.which hang 
ſometimes 2, 3, 4, 5, 0, 7 Years, may be reſtrained. Th.t the Oath ex 
Olkcio, by which men are forced to accuſe themſelves, be more ſparing- 
ly uſed. That Licenſes for Marriage without Banes 4kgd, be more 
caittionſly granted 
Theje with ſuch other abuſes yet remainins, and praiſed in the 
Church of England, we arc able to ſew to be net agrecable to the 
Scriptures, if it ſball pl: a/e your Highneſs further to bear us, or more 
at large to be informed, or by conference amongſt the Learned to be ve- 
folved. Aud yet we doubt not hut that your Majeſty without further 
proce/s, of whoſe Chriſtian judgment we have received ſo geed à taſte 


* 
— 


aiready, is able of your ſelf to judę ef the equity of this canſe; God! 
we truſt hath appointed your Highneſs our Phyſ:C1ant to beal theſe di- 
feajes3 4/19 We ) with tViO1CETCALl 70 i her. \V as h ne eth but 
SN Ae kara IS i AA. 4 luck . . ＋ > * g 
vou are came to due einggom Or ch a time? 1 2 ur Majeſty 
hall do that woich we are perſwaded ſhall be acceptable to Cod, honour- 
able to your Majeſty in all ſucceeding apes, profitable to bis Church, 
which ſha be thereby excreaſed, comfort ablc to your Ainijlers, which 
ſhall ve na more ju ſe uded,.lenced,dilpraced, impriſoncel for mens tra- 
ditions «nd prejudicia' to none, but thoſe who [ce their'own credit, 
quiet and profit iu the world. This with all dutrful [ubriſſion referring 
our ſelves ti your Majeſties Pleaſure for your Gracious anjwer, 2s God 
fall direct you, We moſt humbly recommend your Highncis ro the Vi- 
vine Majeſty, wem we beſeech for Chriſt his le to do herein whats 
ſratt be for his glory,the gecd of his Church, and jour enaleſs comfort. 


Your Majeſties moſt humble Subjects, the Miniſters of the 
Golpel, who Gefire not a itorderiy Innovation, but a 
due and Godly Reformation, 


Hove. 
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"How his Majeſty reſented this Petition, is variouſly reported.Bu? 
ſure it is (ſaith Fuller) it ran the Gantlop through all the Prelatical 
party, every one giving it a laſh, ſome with their Pens, "more with 
- Pheir tongues, and the dumb Miniſters as they term it found their 
ſpeech moſt vocal againſt it. St tg 

How many the numb:r of thoſe was who joined in this, and feve- 
ral othet᷑ Petitions at the ſame time, and were ſuſpended, deprived, 
impriſoned, &c. | cannot tell; but a great dtvition aroſe, which 
held during the Archbiſhop Bancrefts time. Biſhop Abbot who ſuc- 
ceeded him in the Arcibiſhoprickof Canterbury, was much calmer. 
Several Books were wrote at this time againſt the Nonconformiſt, by 

Mr. Hutton, Mr. Rogers, Dr. Lovel, and Dr. Spark, (who had 
himſelf been a Difſenter) ; but in the year 1607, & 1608, they 
were learnedly an{wered by a Book of three parts, call'd, A De- 
fence of the Miniſters Reaſons for refuſal of Subſcription. The firſt 
part was concerning the holy Scriptures ;, the ill Tranſlation of ſeveral 
Fexts, The ſecond concerning the Holy Scriptures and wy + 8 
The third was about kyeeling at the Sacrament, Several able Miniſters 
left the Nation, many others with their Families were undone in 


it. \ | 

Taus Conformity ſtood till the time of King Charles the Firſt ; 
ſome Biſbops being mere, ſome leſs rigid in preſſing the Canons. 
But when Archbiſhop Laud came to be Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
(who ſucceeded Abbot) he made a new Edition of Impoſitions, to 
which he required Conformity, ſaying ſecond Service at the Table, 
ſetting that at the Eaſt end of the Church eAltarwiſe, commanding 
the Communion-T able tobe railed in, and all people to come up thither 
to receive the Communion kneeling ;, enforcing the bowing at the Name 
of Feſw. Forbidding Lectures, and Afternoon-Sermons. Preſſing the 
Book of Sports on the Lords day. Not injoining but commenaing bow- 
ing toward the C aft-end, &c. and twenty more things. 

"What havock h:ſe things made, is yet within the memory of ma- 
ny; and what diſturbance Biſhop Wren made in Suffolk, and other 
places, as ſeveral other Biſhops that were his Creatures did in other 
Dioceſſes, many alive know; multitudes of Miniſters were again 
deprived and ſuſpended. Many undone in the High Commiſſion. At 
laſt in the Convocation 1640, an Oath with &c. was deviſed, which 
had per fected the buſineſs in rooting out all Puritan Preachers, had 
not a Parliament came and ſpoil'd that deſign. ' 

'Scatce Inj is ignorant what numbers of C odly Miniſters and 


people 
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people left the Nation upon this account,betwixt 1630. and 1640. ſo 
many as to make one of the nobleſt Colonies at this day in the world 
(that, | mean, of New-England) beſides thoſe who fled into Holland 
and Ireland. Many taid at home, and were miſerably treated by 
Courts. Some lived privately, others in ſome quiet parts of the Na- 
tion kept their Station. 

Hoy little the Conformable Intereſt gained by this (though that 
Party ruined multitudes of godly people and their Families) quick- 
ly appeared in the year 1641. when the Parliament began to eſpouſe 
their Cauſe, and give them liberty. The number of Miniſter fa- 
vouring Noncoformity, preſently appeared far greater than ever be- 
fore; ſo as their adverſaries had a little ſatisfied their luſts, and ma« 
lice, but not in the leaſt promoved their Cauſe. The people were 
more imbitter*d againſt them, and more enamoured upon painful 
godly Miniſters, And the Bsſhops reſtraint of Preaching, did but in- 
flame people with the defire of it. Several Noblemen and Worthy 
Gentlemen in all parts of England began to be awakened, as may ap- 
pear by many of their excellent Speeches in the beginning of the 
Parliament 1641, They plainly ſaw, that — theſe extravagant 
actings, We loft many of our Eminent Miniſters, multitudes of 
our moſt ſober people were removed into .other Countries. The 
Trade of the Nation was altered, much of it carried elſewhere; the 
people in many places turned ignorant brutes for want of Preach- 
ings many turned Papiſts, many Doctrines of P were Publiſh- 

Colltdpes were fixed for Romiſh Priefts, 2 Nuns fixed, &cc- 
a Plot laid by them -· againſt the King and Nation; they Ls ven it 
high time to put an end to thoſe practices, which had c hoſe 
diſorders ; and had this advantage to do it, becauſe their Confor- 
mity, whether old or new, had no further Statutable Authority, 
than was given it by the Act of Conformity, 1 Elix. and the Stat. 
13 Eliz.c. 12. about the Articles of Faith. 

Upon his Xfajefties happy Reſtauration, eAnno 1660. all promi- 
ſed themfelves a freedom from theſe evils which had troubled the 
Church very near 70. years from the 13 Eliz. to the year 1640. 
though indeed in no great degree from the 13th to the 25th of Eliz. 
but for about 19. years of Queen Elizabeths Reign, and the whole 
time of King James his Reign (which was 21. years), and 16. 
years of King Charles his Reign, theſe Impoſitions were the cauſe 
almoſt of all the evils under which this Nation groaned. 


E We 
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We had reaſon to promiſe our ſelves this immunity from his A4 
jeſties Declaration at Bredah, and his firſt Declaration abont Eccle- 
ſiaſtical affairs, in the year 1660, Whether the wiſdom of his Ma- 
jeſty, or that party of the Houſe of Commons, who then oppoſe d. 
the paſſing of it into an Act, were greater, let the experience now 
of Twenty years more determine, which for the moſt part have 
been years. of conſuſion and diſorder, as to matters of Religion. 
That failing, mpoſitions were augmented. 

Upon this laſt attempt for ſettlement, Miriſters were not only 
left tg the Biſhops power to have exacted upon them, 1. A Sub- 
ſcription to the 3, Articles in the 36th Canon, 2. The Oath of Cano: 
nical obedience, which though ancient, as eſtabliſhed by Canons in 
times of Popery, yet we read not of, all the time of Queen Elix. 
But 3. They muſt be ordained by Biſhops, th ugh before ordained ac- 
cording to the Ordination of all other Reformed Churches. ( which 
in Queen Eliz, time, the Statute 13 Eliz. cap. 12. diſpenſed with, 
and made needleſs. 4. They muſt aſſent and conſent to all and every 
hing in the ¶ vm mon · Prayer, as now Printed. 5. They muſt declare, 
renounce, and abjure : all this over and above, being tyed to the 
perſonal reading of the Common» Prayer, and uſe of the Ceremo · 
nies, &c. | 

The effect was, the laying aſide of more than 2000, Miniſters. 
Beſides the Congregations which depended on theſe good mens Mi- 
niſtry; the number of Quakers, who had no Miniſters, and of Pa. 

ſtors of Congregational Churches, who had no Livings, but were. 
maintained by their. people, together with the people that. depen- 
ded on them, and the Antipedobaptiſts, were not ſmall, who all had 
an equal, if not a greater prejudice to the Common-Prayer-Book, 
and Cb emanies, &c. 

What could by any wiſe men be expected, but what we have ſeen, 
that in all places people fhould gather into ſeparate Congregations ? 
Gould it, be expected, that ſuch a vaſt number of Miniſters, not 
Half of which had any thing to live on but their labours to main-. 
rain themſelves, Wives and Families, ſhould quietly have ſate ſtill 
and never Preached if they could have ĩimagined, that this humane 

Law could have diſcharged them from any previous obligation to: 
God); eſpecially being importuned by the people whom God had 
committed to them? If any had ſuch fancies, they were very wild. 
Oges. 


In 
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In publick Temples they muſt not Preach 5 what remained; but 
their own or others hired houſes ? What would be the event of this, 
was qu ckly ſeen, and an Act provided againſt Conventicles, making 
the puniſhment, Fines, [mpriſonment, B iniſhment, & c. What a ſtir 
this made, is ſufficiently known, This commenced 1654. and being a 
temporary Act, determined 1657, or 1668. Soon after this, 
1655. paſſed the Act prohibiting Nencen. Miniſters to inbabit 
in Corporations. And the At about Conventicles being expired, a- 
nother Act was made, which took place, Anno 1670. How many 
ſober Miniſters and people in Eight years time had been undone, 
by proceedings againſt them in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, Inditments 
at Seſſions and Aſſizes, and by putting the firſt Act againſt Conver. 
ticles in Execution, is ſufficiently known, and too large, and ſad a 
ſtory to relate. The new Act againſt Conventicles (and ſuch a one as 
never before paſſed a Parliament of England with reſpect to Magna 
Charta, and the fundamental liberties of the ſubject) paſſed about 
1670. Miniſters and people were again proſecuted to incredible de- 
grees, almoſt im all places, until his Majeſty gave a Writ of eaſe by 
his Declaration of Indulgence, 1672. that laſted but two years; and 
in 1674- the ſtorm began again, as fierce as ever, but gradually a- 
bated till the year 1677. about which time the Parliament began 
to have a ſcent of a Plot to bring in Popery; indeed they ſcented it 
firſt in 167 3. Our worthy Patriots from that time ſtood upon their 
watch, fomething they diſcerned to be in hand, and that the pro - 
ject was deeply laid, but on what perſons to charge it they 
knew not, and were wholly in the dark as to the methods and parti- 
culars of it, till God, in the year 1678. inclined Dr. Oates to do 
that (never to be forgotten) ſervice to his Country, at one time ſa- 
ving the Life of his Soveraign, the Government of the Nation, and 
the Prote tant Religion, from a total extirpation, and all good Pro- 
teſtants from a Maſſacre. | 
The eyes of all Sober perfors are at length opened to ſee, that 
an Union of Proteſtants is neceſſary. The Queſtion is, which way it 
ſhall be effected? for my own part, I ſhould tay, any way, by which 
it is practicable. There are but Two that can fall within the com- 
prehenſion of any man of ſenſe. 
1. The Firſt is by continuance of the Impoſitions on Miniſters and 
people, rooting out all private Meetings, enforcing people to come to 
hear the Common-Prayer, and to conform to the Ceremonies, and hear 


their Pariſhe Miniſters, and receive the Sacrament with them. 
_ | * 2 9: 0M 
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2. The. Sreond is by taling af tbeſe Jmpoſitions, which all agree 

to be of things not in their oy nature zeceſſary, but — 

Magiſtrate may if he pleaſeth relam | 

For the firſt ethod to unite us, it is a ſtrange one, it aims only 

at uniting by deſtroying ;, and purchaſes ſuch a Church · VDnity as the 
Papiſts boaſt of, who by deſtroying of hundred thouſands of righte- 
ous men, at laſt made all of one mind in appearance. The experience 

of more then 100 years hata taught us, that multitudes are nei- 

ther to be argued, nor cudgelled into their conformity The wulti- 
tude of Nonconformiſts hath increaſed all a long, in {tead of abate- 

ing, even from the firſt beginning of the difference at Fraucfurt, 
to this day; and he is very ignorant that knoweth not, that ſince 
the fire of London, they have been almoſt doubled to what they 
were before, Nor hath the warmth of many Clergymen of late, in 
decrying the Plot, or leſſening it, and indeavouring to make people 

belicve it was a Nonconformiſt Plot, alittle contributed to let the 
world know what they are, and would be at. Would any have theſe 

impoſicions ſtill inforced ? what can they purſue, but the old deſign 
of Reconciling us and the Church of Rome, in which the Papiſts will 
liſten to them, till they have ripen'd a deſign to cut their throats, as 
we las other mens ʒ hut thoſe are mightily ignorant ot Popiſb princi- 
ples, that can lo much as fancy a poſſivility of reconcilia4on with 
them, ſo long as we maintain the Kings 3uprem Cy. ra married ler- 
O; fo that in truth a reconciliation to thr © tu.cn Nye, is a 

thing not to be thought 01 by a na7r#ed lergyman, ( unleb he be 
weary of bis wife and children) nor by a Loyal Subject that undet- 
ſtands ſenſe. 

The Union muſt therefore be ffced by taking off thele impo/iti- 

ens, Which now for an hundred years have produced ſo ill effects in 
this Nation. It is eaſy to fee how great the good of thi: would be, 

We ſhould all then be known by the ſingle name of Preteſlants, and 
be hearty as one man in oppoſition to all Pop:ſh deſigns. Out Civil, 
and Eccleſsaſtical Courts might poſſibly then be at leiture to exe- 
cute the power with which they are betruſted, againſt Papiſts and 
profare per ſons. Sober and induſtrious men would be encouraged to 
puſh ont in trading to their utmoſt. There would be no complaining 
in cur ſtreets for want of the Ordinances of God ſo adminiſtred, as 
that conſcientious people might freely partake of them, without ſo 
much as a fancy that might make them call out, Death is in the pot, 
and ſit at the Lords feafts without ſo much as a jealouſy of a Dinine 
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Sword hanging over their heads, ſpoiling their Spiritual appetite. In 
ſhort, ſit would reſtore us to one of the greateſt pieces of Chriſtian 
liberty, To ſerve the Lord without fear, cither of offending God 
whom they know in matters of Worſhip to be a jealous God, or 
of being undone in their temporal concerns for the exerciſe of a 
tender conſcience towards God, All good men ſhould rejoice under 
the ſhadow of the King and Parliament, and unite their Prayers with 
chearfulnels for both. 

What would be the Evil of it? The foundations of Archbiſhop 
Whitgsft, and Archbiſhop Laud, and my Lord Chancellor Hide ( the 
buildings upon which, hath hitherto been kept up with no leſs 
guard than the trouble of all the Courts of Judicature in Eng land) 
would be ſomething ſhaken, and our foundations laid upon the 
word of God, which ſurely is far better; the credit of ſome 
men, who have laid all the ſtreſs of Religion upon a Common-prayer- 
book and ſome Ceremonies, would be thought alittle impaired; the 
Magiſtrate ſhould do nothing diſpleaſing to God, who never re- 
quired the impoſition of theſe things at his hands: and doubtleſs 
hath been highly diſpleaſed at a great deal of force uſed, which hath 
not been * for the enforcing of them. 

It is, as | have ſaid before, more than an hundred years ſince theſe 
impoſitzons have been the cauſe of fo much evil in theſe Nations, and 
that not only to particular families and perfons, but even to the 
whole Nation. Though our Civil Wars were bottomed upon Queſtions. 
and Grievances of a Civil Nature: yet it is hardly imaginable the 
common people ſhould have been ſo inflamed, had they not before 
decn wounded in ſo tender a part as that of their Con/ciences to- 
wards God. 

By reaſon of theſe conteſts, Papiſts have been connived at, and 
gained a great deal of Reputation, ſo much (that till within 
theſe 2 years) it was dangerous for Proteſtants to vie with them, for 
Loyalty or Religion. We lee the iſſue, while they have been thus neg- 
lected, yea credited, they have been hatching the moſt helliſh Plot 
that was ever heard of, hardly to be parallePd by any tory. The Plot 
hath in the bowels of it been diſcovered fo full of Blood, and (ruel- 
ty and [ngratude, to his moſt Sacred Majeſty ; and in the defence of 
themſelves from the imputation of it, they have been found guilty 
of lo many Lies, ſo much Perjury. and Subornation, ſo much anged- 
kneſs and unrighteonſneſs, that they cannot but ſee their Cathobch, 
caaſe is wounded under the fifth rib, and their pretended Religion _ 
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like to recover its reputation, until there be none left of this Ge- 
ration. They have nothing to do, but to wait a time when they 
may tight out their way with ſome probable hope of prevailing. 

It is certainly now high time to reſtore all Proteſtants (be their 
perſuaſions what they will) to a juſt liberty in the things of God, 
than the want of which nothing can more diſpirit good men in their 
duty as to a common watchfulneſs and defence; for what ſpirit canbe 
in them who know they ſhall be ruin'd by one hand or another? 
I further offer it to the conſideration of our grave Senators, who 
come up from the ſeveral parts of the Nation, and muſt beſt know 
thecomplexion of it, Whether thoſe who are moſt againſt the taking 
of thele Impoſutions, be not (I do not ſay all, but forty for one) the 
perſons whom ſeveral Proclamations of his Majeſty, and ſeveral votes 
of two Parliaments declaring it, and the ſeveral judgments upon ſome 
of the Traytors given by our Courts of Fulice, have not been able 
to convince, That there is -any-Popiſh Plot; but in all their converle 
they have made it their buſinets to deny, or leſſen the Plot, to defame 
and vilify the Kings Evidence, to impole upon people that it was a 
Flot of the Nonconformiſts, to make the dying words of the Jeſuits 
creditable, In ſhort, by all manner of ways to turn the whole Po- 
piſh Plot into Ridicule. I do know ſome few (very few others) zea- 
lo 1s for theſe linpoſitions, have born a Teſtimony againſt the Papiſts, 
and freely declare their F#dgments about the Plot, to the ſenſe of the 
King, the Parliament and the Judges; but as to the generality, 
let obſervation be made, and judgment accordingly given. If it 
be found to be that party, they are fit only to be regarded by thoſe 
ho pray for the good ſucceſs of that Execrable deſign, to which the 
continuance of theſe things, and a vigorous proceeding accordingly 
againſt Nonconformiſts, will as potently conduce, as it is poſſible any 
Thing ſhould, 

From this ſhort,and true account of the r:/e,and growth,and effetts 
of theſe Impoſitions, a good account may be given of a late Authors 
Hiſtory of Separation, the ſmalneſs of it at firſt, and the further 
increale and improvements of it, which indeed did much vary, 
according as Iwpoſitions varied, and multiplyed. Thoſe Congrega- 
tions which he calls Separate Congregations, were from the firſt of 
Reformation; but the numbers of them, and of the perſons in them, 
was much increaſed after 1 58 z.when Vhitgift firſt brought in Sub- 
ſcriptions to Articles, and impoſed them univerſally; and increaſed 

yet more in 1603. and further in Biſhop Lauds time, and were 
greateſt 
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greateſt in 1662: when the greateſt number of Miniſters was throw? 
out and forbidden to preach in any publick Temples. Till that time 
. Nonconformiſt Miniſters might preach publickly, and moſt of them did 
ſo in the years 1634, 1635. to 1640 : which is the true reaſon that 
in thoſe years there were fo few Private meetings, the people could 
in publick Te nple, hear their Miniſters as Lecturers, yet in thoſe times 
there were private meetings; and notwithſtanding all the fury ſome 
Biſhops uſed, I remember Biſhop Hall in a ſpeech made to the Par- 
liament 1641 or 1642.complain'd of an hundred ſuch meetings to be 
in London alone. 

Nor is it any wonder if in near forty years time, good people have 
gained a little more light in matters of Worſhip and Diſcipline, and 
diſcerned the unlawfulneſs of ſome things in both, which were not 
at that time diſcerned, The Queſtions relating to both, have been 
more ventilated ſince the year 1640. than ever they were before, 
ſince the Reformation. So as a telling of the world, how few diſ- 

ſenters were at firſt, and in how few things they diſſented, is very in- 
ſignificant to any purpoſe but the loading of preſent Dsſſenters 

with an Odium from thoſe ignorant and paſſionate perſons who do 
not underſtand , That they had not half ſo much reaſon to diſſent then, 
as they have had ſince, and now have; and that the preſent Confor- 

wity required of Miniſters, is twice more than was formerly requi- 
red. And for the people, their Nonconformity in a greater degree 
muſt alſo be attributed to the further light they have gained as to 

matters of Worſhip and Diſcipline, the true nature and order of 
Churches, together with the outing of their Paſtors, they being no 

ſuch notions as all can ſwallow, That the forbidding godly Mini- 

ſters to preach by an humane law, diſſolves the paſtoral relation of Pa- 

ſtors to their Churches. Or, that all within the bounds of a pariſh, are 

obliged to be members of the (hurch in that place; or are therefore ſo,be- - 
cauſe they dwell within the bounds of ſuch places. 

Some obſerve, that moſt men have ſome opportunities in their life- 
time offered them by the Providence of God, which if they lay 
hold of, they make them happy in the good things of this life. The 
like fate poſſibly attends Nations. 

We had one opportunity offered us in Q Elizabeths time, when Re- 
formation might have been ſettled without theſe ingrateful impoſi- 
tions. This was loſt through the fiery zeal of the then Archbiſbp, 
and brought us intonear 20 years troubles. We hada ſecond in the be- 
ginning of King Fames his time; but the ſame man, and his ſucceſſor 

Arch. 
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Archbiſhop Bancroft &c- again hindred our ſeeing what concerned 
our peace. We had a third opportunity upon his Majeſties Reſtau- 
ration; by whoſe means it was then hindred, all know. We have ſince 
met with 20 years trouble more, or very nigh. 

We have a fourth before us at this time, upon the diſcovery of this 
Execrable Popiſh Plot. When God calleth us under the penalty of 
all that is dear unto us, to ſeek peace amongſt our ſelves, ( for our 
Saviour hath told us, A Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand). 
All other propoſals for Union, but the abating thoſe mpoſitions 
which divide us, are meer idle toys and vanities. Good men can- 
not love peace ſo well, as to purchaſe it by ſubmiſſion to things 
which they judge ſinful. If we ſhould loſe this alſo, I ſhall only 
ſay, i 

The Interpretation be to thoſe that hate us, and to the Enemies of 
our God. We may look for good, but no good will come. 


FINTIS. 


